CHINA CYCLE

drums and fifes of the " Surreys " and the pipers of the Sea-
forths, as they marched alternately to and fro playing the
" Retreat ". There was a profound silence among the crowd :
for the British the occasion had a poignancy which I need not
define, as well as for the other peoples who had so long looked
to us for sympathy and a measure of security : and I saw
Germans and Italians amongst the spectators scarcely less
moved, for whatever our governments might be doing, we .had
all been friends and comrades for so long, and this was a retreat
of white men, rather than of any particular nation, from the
East. For the first time in its short vivid history Shanghai was
to be without an English soldier. Few of us expected ever to
see their ruddy countenances, majestic kilts and flawless khaki
on Chinese soil again.
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